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WA leads States in exports, NT grows fastest
Western Australia was the nation’s leading exporter in 2006-07, but the Northern Territory is undergoing the greatest export growth.  According to a publication released today by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), Territory exports jumped 41 per cent over the year.

All States and Territories recorded increases in exports compared with the previous fiscal year.
The figures are contained in Australia’s Trade by State and Territory 2006-07, one of DFAT’s series of trade analysis publications. The publication provides a complete statistical guide to exports and imports of goods and services for every State and Territory on a financial year basis.  It is available free on the DFAT website at http://www.dfat.gov.au.
Total exports for Australia were $214 billion (up 10 per cent from 2005-06) consisting of:

· Western Australia  

$66.0 billion 
· NSW 



$50.8 billion 
· Queensland  


$44 billion 
· Victoria 


$33.1 billion 
· South Australia 

$10.7 billion 
· Northern Territory 

$4.1 billion 
· Tasmania 


$4 billion and 
· Australian Capital Territory 
$960 million.  
The figures highlight the significance of services exports by all States and Territories. For instance, education services to foreign students were key exports in NSW ($4.3 billion), Victoria ($3.5 billion), Queensland ($1.6 billion) and South Australia ($648 million). 

Overall, education services were worth $11.7 billion – or 25 per cent of Australia’s total services exports of $46 billion.

Northern Territory exports have jumped as a result of significant natural gas exports coming on stream (up 267 per cent to $1.2 billion). Crude petroleum exports from the Northern Territory also increased 20 per cent to $676 million.

China was the top export destination for NSW, Victoria and WA, while Japan was the main market for Queensland, Tasmania and the Northern Territory.  The US was the number one export destination for South Australia and the ACT.  

Imports rose by 8 per cent to $225 billion.  NSW was the largest importing State followed by Victoria, Queensland and WA.

For further information please contact (02) 6261 2256, or email statssection@dfat.gov.au.

NSW EXPORTS 2006-07: KEY FACTS/CASE STUDIES 

Educational travel (services to overseas students) and recreational travel services (services to overseas tourists) expanded in NSW in 2006-07.  The State’s aluminium and pharmaceutical exports also performed well, rising by 25% and 28% in value respectively.  While coal exports earned NSW $4.8 billion, their value fell by 3% last financial year.  Key export markets were Japan, NZ, China, the US and the Republic of Korea.

· NSW exports rose 7% to $47.2 billion (volumes up 3%, prices up 4%).

· NSW is Australia’s 2nd largest exporting State/Territory with 22% of Australia’s exports in 2006-07.

· Key export successes in 2006-07 included:

· Education-related travel services (services to overseas students) up 14% to $4.3 billion

· Recreational travel services (services to overseas tourists) up 10% to $4.1 billion

· Aluminium up 25% to $2.5 billion

· Medicaments (pharmaceuticals) up 28% to $1.8 billion

· Bovine meat (beef) up 19% to $890 million

· NB NSW coal exports fell by 3% to $4.8 billion. Coal is NSW’s and Australia’s biggest export (the total value of Australia’s coal exports fell by 10% in 2006-07).

Case studies:
Macquarie University: Macquarie University provides tertiary level education to domestic and international students.  The University has an enrolment of 30,000 students, including 8800 international students.  Macquarie takes a multi-disciplinary approach to teaching and research with programs available at four university campuses around Sydney and at various locations off-shore through institutional partners in China, France, Hong Kong, Japan, Singapore and South Korea.  www.mq.edu.au   
BridgeClimb, Sydney: The 2007 Australian Export Awards winner, BridgeClimb, was the first tourism operator on a bridge anywhere in the world when the company opened in 1998.  To date, BridgeClimb, Sydney, has guided over 1.9 million overseas tourists and domestic visitors on a climb of one of Sydney’s most famous landmarks, the Sydney Harbour Bridge.  Climbers receive personalised commentary and an unparalleled panorama of Sydney Harbour as they are guided by Climb Leaders on a physical and emotional journey to the Bridge Summit.  www.bridgeclimb.com  
Rockdale Beef: Rockdale Beef Pty Ltd operates an integrated beef cattle feedlot, feed mill, meatworks and farming business Yanco, in Southern New South Wales.  Rockdale Beef is managed for and on behalf of the Rockdale Beef Partnership, owned by Itoham Foods Inc. and Mitsubishi Corporation.  Both parent companies are extensively involved in the sale and distribution of meat products in Japan.  The ability to process up to 170,000 cattle per year has allowed Rockdale Beef to develop and secure long standing supply relationships with customers around the world. 
www.rockdalebeef.com.au  

Laing O’Rourke Australia Construction Ltd: Australian construction company, Laing O’Rourke, recently won a major contract in joint venture with Japanese and Saudi companies to build a railway line across the Saudi Arabian desert.  This $1.04 billion project covers the 800 kilometre northern section of the North South Railway, which runs south from the Saudi Arabian border with Jordan through the An-Nafud wilderness area.  The line will be used to transport minerals and will enable Saudi Arabia to open up phosphate and bauxite mines in the north-west region of the country.  Laing O’Rourke won the contract because of extensive domestic experience in building railway lines across similar inhospitable and problem terrain areas. www.laingorourke.com.au  
IBA Health Limited: IBA Health Limited is Australia’s largest ASX-listed, e-Health company, with produced used globally in over 500 public and private hospitals, in more than 300 aged care facilities and by over 5,000 health professionals.  Over the past few decades, e-Health systems have transformed healthcare management.  By replacing more cumbersome manual methods, on-line virtual health records provide health care professionals with instant access to patient and business information, improving the efficiency and quality of care, lowering administrative costs and maximising benefits from technological advances.  IBA Health has offices in Singapore, Malaysia, China, Oman and New Zealand, and installations in twenty-two countries including the UK, India, the UAE and Indonesia.  www.itbatech.com  

ISYS Search Software: ISYS retrieval software – often termed a ‘super index’ – is used by internationally by the CIA, the FBI, the Federal Bureau of Prisons, Scotland Yard, the WTO, Boeing, Thales Navigation, Blue Cross Blue Shield , the IRS, and several US government departments including Homeland Security and Justice.  ISYS has also been deployed by thousands of organisations operating in a variety of other industries, including financial services, healthcare and recruitment.  The company reports that 65 per cent of revenue now comes from the US, with some 23 per cent of these sales to US government clients.  www.isys-search.com.au  
This information was prepared by the Trade and Economic Analysis Branch, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, and Austrade.

Media enquiries: Scott Bolitho DFAT Media Liaison 02 6261 1555                    www.dfat.gov.au

