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AUSTRALIA DAY 2008

THE award for best decorated table, sponsored by the ParkView Hotel, went to Gunnedah Hugh School.
Pictured are judges Cathy Smith, left, and Juliana Pun, presenting the prize to retiring Gunnedah High School

teacher Marie Spinks.
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FRIDAY night I had my first taste
of an Australia Day Citizens Awards’
dinner.

Not really knowing what to expect,
I decided to make it a “dry” evening so
that I would have a better appreciation
of what the night was all about.

I am glad I did.

Aside from a big “thank you” from my
kidneys and liver, it is congratulations
all round for those invelved in what
is now one of Gunnedah's showpiece
evenings.

The organisation was outstanding
and the evening went off without a
hitch.

Under the guidance of Master MC
Lloyd Angel, the awards were presented
to sincere and enthusiastic applause and

each nominee as well as recipient, was
fittingly recognised and congratulated.

The meal was top class, the service
speedy, friendly and efficient.

Gunnedah’s Australia Day Ambas-
sador, Dr Anthony (call me Tony) Pun,
was outstanding.

His speech was excellent, addressing
the vexing and for some, misunderstood
subject of multiculturalism from the
vantage of being a true blue, dinky-di
Aussie as well as seeing the problems
migrants, coming to a strange land,
must face. His speech can be found in
this issue.

On Saturday, Gunnedah showed once
again why it is regarded as a community
with pride and spirt.

Iwas up at 6.30am, thanks to the ear-

EDITORIAL

lier decision regarding Friday night, and
after settling a startled dog, attended
most of the events on the Australia Day

program.

Children running, riding and swim-
ming with their mums and dads, while
not quite moving me to embrace lycra,
gave me a better understanding of what
the day should be all about.

Young and not-so-young, they make
an effort and have a go, from the fun of
the raft racing, to the sprints, the touch
shoot-out and pet parade.

There are not too many other centres
in this region that embrace an Australia
Day program as willing as we do.

Once again Gunnedah, take a bow.
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Volunteering part of
Judy Henderson'’s life

JUDY Henderson has
made an outstanding con-
tribution to the commu-
nity in a voluntary capac-
ity.

Judy's dedication O sSefv-
iee was rewarded at the Aus-
tralin Day dinner when - she
received the Ossie and Beryl
Campbell Memorial Volun-
teer of the Year sward.

Mrs Henderson, a staunch
supporter and wolunteer for
the Gunnedah Pony Clhub, re-
celved her award Dom Marie
Hobson, who presented her
parent’s memorial award on
behalfl of her famity.

Always ready and willing io
temch a helping hand, whether
It be with & cake or slice or
provide a costumne for the Pas
de Dewux (freestyie to music
dressame test for two riders)
or call o dressage test for a
child or adult.

Bhe has been a member of
the Gunnedah snd District
Pony Club for 35 years, frst
with her daughter Marnie
and now with her foue gramnd
children who have also Inher-
ited her love of horses.

The Namoi Horse Asso-
ciatlon Incorporated has
henefited  from many hours
of hier tme, st the cantesn
on championship days and
abways with a cheerful smile
and good hummour

The Gunnedah Camp Draft
Chub iz another organisniion
to benefit from Mrs Hender-
zon's tme.,

Bhe bas served the club as
both  Secretary and Treas-
Urer

& Bhowe Society committes
member since 194, she is
always busy making prepara-
tions for the show

One af the organisations

cloge to her heart is Riding
for the Dizabled.

She has been an active
member since the group Was
formed more than 20 years
ago and has served the of-
ganksation as both President
and Secretary

She still fnds tioe to be
a Citizen Advocale, a rode
she has flied for the past
decane

With bher grand children
now at school, she is back In
thie school canteen and is.0n
call for Meals on Wheels

Judy Henderson Is a fine
exampie of 2 caring eommit-
ted person who exhibits high
ideals and does her otmost to
improve the quality of life for
all the people and ofganisa-
tions she is has been involved
with, never seeking praise in
making Cunnedan and dis-
trict a better piace to live.

. ...“ ..... .. " L .ﬂ&.ﬂmﬂ ... ...|.. =
JUDY Henderson, right, was the recipient of the Ossig and Beryl Campbell Mamovial Voi-
unteer of the Yaar Award, presented by the coupla’s daughtor Marie Hobzon.  Also pichurad is
Guanedah'’s Ausfraia Day Ambassadoer Or Tomy Pum OAM,
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Cecily Maxwell worthy
recipient of Turner Award

CECILY Maxwell
was a worthy recipi-
ent of the Eve Turner
Perpetual Award at
the Australia Day din-

Ter.

Mrs Maxwell was pre-
sented with the award,
donated in memory
of Gordon Tuarner, by
CGunnedah's Australia
Day Ambassador, Dr
Anthony Pun OAM.

Mrs Maxwell has
been a member of Wil-
lala CWA since its foun-
dation in 1966 and has
held all the major of-
fices including that of
President, Treasurer,
cultural Officer and In-
fernational Officer for
14 years.

The International
Officer researches and
presents a segment on
the country of study
that is decided esach
year, studying the his-
tory, peography, politics
and the entire spectrum
of that particular eoun-
try's way of life.

Mrs Maxwell also
arranges displays and
guest speakers for the
Branch International
Day and promotion of
Agricultural Products.

She also makes jams,
pickles, lemon butter
and cakes for the CWaA
street stalls and AgQuip
stand and also assists
on these days.

Mrs Maxwell has
worked for the Gunne-

-
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CECILY Maxwell was presemied with the Eve Turner Perpetual Award in mem-
ory of Gordon Turner, by Australia Day Ambassador, Dr Tony Fun.

dah Nursing Home
{Lundie House) for 14
yvears and is a member
of the Friends of the
Nursing Home which
raizes funds for Lundie
House to improve the
comfort and quality of
life for restdents.

Ehe assists with the
catering at the annual
clearance sale and on
the barbecue on the
charity golf day, also
providing her tasty
cakes,

Mrs Maxwell plays
hymnzs at the anglican
services and partici-
pates in sing-a-longs in
the new Multi-Purpose
Room.

She iz involved in
the Anglican Church's
activities, playing the
organ at services and
at other times, funerals
ete,) when required.

She also is a great
supporter of the Church
Fete and Flower Show,
providing jams, pick-
les, cakes and lemon
butter.

Mrs Maxwell has held
the position of Treas-
urer of the REL Wormn-
en’'s Auxiliary for the
past 10 vears and is a
member of the Legacy
Widows and War Wid-
ows Chuild and assists
with the crosses on the
Field of Remémbrance,

Bhe helps with the
organising and sales
of badges and pop-
ples on Anzac and Re-
membrance Day and
arranges fund-raising
card days for the aux-
iliary, Yallambee and
Lundie House.

Bhe is Vice-President
of Gunnedah Multiple
Selerosis Incorporated
and assists with fund-
raising activities.

Her expertise in the
field of jam and pickle
making makes her an
fdeal judge at the an-
nual MNational Tomato
Growing competition
held each Janoary,
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‘The Austra

lian landscape is truly beautiful
when painted with the multicultural brush’

AUSTRALIA Day Ambassador know country folks are friendly,
Dr Anthony Pun OAM, brought  genuine and fair dinkum.
a special kind of humour and  “T was told that in this region,
franknessto Gunnedah's Awards  there are two types of music,
Dinner on Friday evening. country and western, particularly

Educited snd gited, (he has Sccompanted by & lagerphone.
PhD in molecular biology as well namnumnﬁﬁtnuﬂha e
83 a litany of other achisvements), _Hnﬁmnﬂ apirit euple
Dr Pun, who prefers to be called Joined togethe .
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" ,.[Jff ¢ something else; they have showna  judicial system (rule of law), and
iy o lack of appreciation of the positive  a system of education and accept
e . aspects of multiculturalism and English as the bonding language
LA i what It has contributed to Austral-  for all Australians.
30 : : &% ian society “Other Australian values should
. 4 S -y “Por those in government who  include the respect and dignity of
o HE#E ta Esﬂwmw._..ﬁwmuaﬂ _._EEW the EE.___HM_:E m&._wuﬂm _,M_ﬁ. men !.M
7 ’ e T, N turakism®”, we failed y spirit an
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ot e that our cultural diversity iz part e v cally, they have to for the needy.
khose parts of Austrati e OKINEY  of our herftage and our national L st citizens what it is, perhaps they  «pn Australian should have
il e identity. i ] had no real intention of accepting  pnowledge of the history of hisher
There he makes the time to “Az o multicultural soclety, Aus- " multiculturaiizm in the first place country, Lhe culturs and traditions
speak with locals about the ben- o yo e acknowledge, accept and maybe there are simply N0  of pative Australians, civics and
efits of multiculturalism. and respect the cultural, ethnie, votes in it. the Australian way of life,

He believes ahove all, multicul- religio Hnﬁ#ﬂﬂ._u.mn_ngw of ol “In the SMH report by Cath - i
turalism is a process of mutual .- nﬁﬁﬂgﬁnﬁﬁ Australia Mnn M By Hart (Multiculturalism is a dirty %@Eﬁnﬂ Mrw_nmumuagmnﬂ:
respect the unigue position of our indig- GUNNEDAH has always been Word - SMH 411/2006), the gov-  a,qeatign values and yet, they

He said it s firstly about accept- enous Australians as the First  possad with fine, caning oitizens who ~ SrIment s canvessing allerna- .. apjo 1o freely express their
ing the core Australian values of  wation people. put in countiess hours of volunteer e words for "multicwlturalisml’ — qom eyityre and traditions in a
“political democracy, rules and  —pnis evening, I ke to share weork fo snsure that “he job gets 8ad this move is seen as a st .oympigric”, enriching, peaceful
taw, the judiciary, education and ygep you, my perception of amul-  gone " Australia Day Ambassador Oy It emphasis away from fostering  ung narmonious way, Unless we do

recognition and respect of the tra-  geuiural Australia ; diversity and towards InCreas- yo.. we will never cigte
ditions of all migrants and indig- 5 successive wave of immigras |- o Was 60 Mprassed WP 8 ing integration and responsibility oot S

" i ottstanding qualities of al nominees what it is to be a “true blus”.
enous peoples” and __ﬁ.ﬂﬁ %&n tion since WWII has brought €00 ey he asked for & group photo, pic-  S1O0E Imigrants. “Multiculturalism defined in
that, for the migrants to share the nomic prosperity to Australia turad above, “There 18 no evidence L0 sug- the above way, is inclusive as it
richness of their own cullures with  wppace immigrants have also gest that a multicultural soclety

embraces all Australians, the new
comers and native Australians.
“1 would like to mention here

the Australian soclety. contributed fo the development  “With the accompanying sta- G0€snot encourage integration or
He also believes no other coun-  ang pation-building of this eoun-  tistics above, there is no denying ~ GoWn-grade the understanding of
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he believes is required to truly  “Tpe immigrants come from " we have an Australian Tesponsibility smong migrants. In lish competency is already dls-
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negate racism. speak 208 different languages &t  and harmonious one: and one we  POSitive effect on the matter Eﬁ_ﬁﬁaﬂ " mak
“Before 1 begin, 1 would like 1@ home. should be proud of A living definition of multicul- ,._u..._&m .
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‘Speak for Austraha
proud of Australia’

COMNTINUED
FROM PAGE 4

“Indeed, many immigrants have
contributed to the building of this
nation irrespective of their English
language skills. Despite this, I urge
all Immigrants to try their best to
have skills and proficiency in the
English language.

“The changes in the Citizenship
Act regarding English language
gkills and knowledge of Australia
“in English" iz not helpful and it will
retard settlement of new immigrants
because of their language skills and
give the perception that without
English skills vou do not understand
Australian values and lifestyle.

“Knowledge can be learned and
expressed using community lan-
guages. Using English to test the
knowledge of potential ciltizens
underscores the applicant's knowl-
edge of Australia and therefore, can
be perceived as discriminatory.

“Furthermore, it would give an
uneasy feeling of being in a night-
mare, where you dream of an immi-
gration officer giving you the “dicta-
tion" test in a foreign language other
than English.

“The road to citizenship starts
from a conscious decision to accept
the core Australian values and to
become a responsible citizen with all
its privileges. Do not let the lack of
English get in the way of becoming
a pood Australian citizen.

On the other side of the coin, the
commitment to Australia, in a major
part, is like the acceptance of multi-
culturalism in Australia,

“People should not pay lip serv-
ice to this commitment but rather
show publicly their commitment to
Australia. They should participate
in the celebration of Australia Day,
Harmony Day, do jury service, enrol
and vote in elections, learn to sing
the Australian national anthem,
respect the Australian flag, support
Anzae Day, and start a public funec-
tion with the National Anthem.

“When overseas, speak for Aus-
tralia and be proud of Australia.

“One simple commitment that
most people take for granted, is that
the law of Australia, made by an
Australian parliament, supersedes
the laws of the immigrant’'s home-
land. The second simple commit-
ment is not to bring “motherland”
politics to Australia as it can divide
communities within and without.

“T strongly believe the last federal
government did not give multicul-
turalism a fair go. I urge the newly
elected government to give multicul-
turalism a fair go by clearly defining
what multiculturalism is, preferable
a living and dynamic definition.

“According to my perception of
multiculturalism, the phenomenon
is definitely Australian.

“To be Australian, we accept that
the landscape has changed for the
better, and it is incluslve. It is a
phenomenon we have been proud to
show the world what a cohesive and
harmonious multicultural society we
have in Australia.

“To be an Australian is to be a per-
son who adopts the core Australian
values and also be able to express
their own culture and tradition.
You also need to have some knowl-
edge of Australian history and civics
and understand the responsibilities
and privileges of citizenship. Mutual
respect for each others culture and
traditions and the ability to share
one's culture with all other Austral-
ians is g joy in life. In the process of
belng an Australian, you cannot help
but feel that multictﬂturﬁimm
part of the landscape.

“The Australian landscape is truly
beautiful when painted with the
“multicultural” brush. There is no
other country in the world with this
phenomenon.

*“To “I love a sun burnt country”
we need to add “TI love the cohesive,
harmonious and inclusive multi-
cultural landscape of Australia, a

‘unigque place on earth to live.”

Page 7




