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24th November 2003

Welcome Ceremony for 2nd Australia China Agriculture Forum 

University of Western Sydney, Richmond Campus

This evening on behalf of the Australia China Chamber of Commerce and Industry of New South Wales (ACCCI) I would add my words to those of Professor Chung-Tong Wu, Deputy Vice Chancellor – Research and International at UWS, in welcoming to the 2nd Australia China Agriculture Forum the delegations from Hubei, Shanghai and Beijing.

Unfortunately the delegations from Lanzhou, Gansu Province, and Fuzhou, Fujian Province did not lodge their visa documentation in sufficient time to be with us this evening.

Even though the numbers of participating Chinese agricultural experts is halved, I feel sure the Forum will be a great success with the exchange of expert knowledge on a range of agricultural topics of mutual interest and that from this Forum will come the understanding so necessary for productive cooperation into future years.

A quick visit to the ACCCI Website at www.accci.com.au will illustrate my point.

The speeches and papers from both Australian and Chinese speakers already up-loaded are indeed impressive.  I urge you to read them prior to tomorrow morning’ opening sessions and those on Wednesday as this will facilitate deeper discussion on matters of agricultural substance.

Purpose:

The purpose for which ACCCI took the initiative to launch these Annual Rural Industries Forums, and those on Urban Services, Infrastructures and Commercial Culture respectively is already on the Chamber Website. As is the reason for the ACCCI Key City Strategy and the selection of the cities of Wuhan, Chongqing, Chengdu and Nanjing as the Organising Centres for the four Annual Forums.

Suffice to say and briefly, Chamber felt that there was a very big gap in Australia’s understanding of Chinese Government Policies and Priorities not only at the Central Government level but more importantly at the Provincial, Municipal, District and County levels. Even at District and County levels we are discussing the needs and aspirations of millions of Chinese citizens.

Similarly Chamber believes there is very great ignorance in China of Australia, it’s accomplishments and capabilities. Indeed in all my speeches over 14 years as President of ACCCI, in both Australia and China, I have had to caution Chinese trade officials, businessmen and friends about presuming that Australians were a variation of either the English or the Americans. Yes we do have a common heritage over several thousand years back to Athens and Rome. Nevertheless our recent histories have developed in rather unique ways, and to do business in Australia and with Australians does require at least some idea of this particular Australian uniqueness. For example the Australian concept of ‘democracy’ is based on what we call “egalitarianism” and not “libertarianism” as with the United States. In Australia we have a ‘written’ constitution unlike the United Kingdom. And so on and so on.

Therefore the Annual Forums including this Agriculture Forum are in effect “clearing houses” for ideas and programs for future cooperation. They are not designed for instant business, rather for long term and lasting institutional and organisational linkages.

Success for ACCCI would be that over the next two days a number of agreements are forged:

1) a linkage between the Hubei Academy of Agricultural Sciences and the appropriate Department or Faculty at the University of Western Sydney

2) a linkage between Wuhan or another specific city of Hubei Province and Hawkesbury City in the State of New South Wales

3) broader economic exchange between the Hubei Agriculture Department and Agsell – NSW Agriculture

4) agreement for the the Hubei Provincial Government to officially invite the NSW Minister for Agriculture to make a Key Note Speech at the 3rd Australia China Agriculture Forum in Wuhan in about November 2004

Chamber is committed to continue to work with our partners, Agsell in NSW and the Hubei Foreign Affairs Office and the CCPIT Wuhan in China to strengthen and deepen agriculture cooperation between Hubei and NSW, and through Hubei and NSW the whole of China and Australia and New Zealand.

ACCCI has come a long way since our first Agriculture Workshop in 1996. The long years of hard work by so many member companies and friendly organisations is bearing fruit with this 2nd Agriculture Forum. But we have a long way to go together. That is why I am especially pleased to meet the delegations from Shanghai and Beijing and disappointed that those from Gansu and Fujian could not be with us this evening.

Chamber takes great pride in the fact that we are a non-government, non-profit, non-paid association of companies and businessmen. We have never asked for nor received one dollar from Governments in 27 years. ACCCI is a facilitator body and therefore helps others make profits. The senior executive officials are not permitted under the rules to do business in China, or indeed benefit from private commercial interests, and therefore other bodies are assured that their ‘commercial in confidence’ information and relationships remain private as well they should.

Personally, I would like to thank all those who have worked so hard to make this 2nd Agriculture Forum possible. In particular the ACCCI Webmaster, Mr John Zerby who cannot be with us unfortunately. Finally our key logistics people, Mr William Li, Co-ordinator – ACCCI Annual Forums Delegations in China and Ms Helen Qiao – General Secretary, ACCCI Secretariat Office in Sydney.

Michael C.H. Jones (President – ACCCI)
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