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Hubei province is located in the central part of China. The land of the province is 185.9 thousand square kilometers. Mountainous area covers 56%, hilly area 24% and plain area 20%. The population is 60 million. People living in rural area is about 39.4 million. Acreage of arable land is 3.3 million hectares, and the area of a body of water for fishery is 584 thousand hectares. The tall power of farming machinery is about 14 million kilowatt.

This is map of China, showing where Hubei is.

Hubei is rich in natural resources in agricultural as it is in the transition part of south and north and belongs to the sub-tropic monsoon climate with much sunshine, great quantity of heat and water. The annual average temperature is 15-17oC, annual sunshine time is 1200-2200 hours. Frostless duration is 230-307 days. Annual average rainfall is 800-1700mm.

This is the map of Hubei.

Hubei grows various crops, such as rice, barley, wheat, corn, potato and sweat potato and legume. The main cash crops are cotton, rapeseed, sesame, peanut, bluish dogbane, jute, flax and tobacco, specialty crops are tea, mulberry, citrus, pear peach and apples. Cropping system in Hubei mainly is two crops, three and four crops are also in some places, the multiple crop index is some 230%. 

Hubei province is one of the main growers of food, edible oil crops, cotton in China. The annual productivity of foodstuff is 25 million tons; sum total production of edible oil crops is about 27 million tons yearly, and annual output of sesame is 200 thousand tons which is the second largest among all provinces in China.

Hubei produce a lot of vegetables, 560 varieties belonging to 12 categories of vegetables are grown in Hubei. Area for vegetable growing is over 1.1 million hectares and is one of the four biggest vegetable growers in China. Annual total output reaches 32 million tons. Hubei yearly exports 4 million tons fresh vegetables and 30 thousand tons of dry vegetables to international market and domestic market. Annual total income is over $45 million.
Fruit resources are very rich in Hubei. We grow 18 kinds of fruit crops, such as citrus, pears, peach, apple, kiwi fruit, grape, chestnut, ginkgo, and so on. 400 thousand hectares of fruit trees are grown in Hubei province. Sum total output of fruit is about 3.5million tons. We export chestnut to Europe, America, Japan and South Korea. 
Hubei has long history of tea-growing. Area for growing tea is about 120 thousand hectares. Output is some 65 thousand tons. The eat products are green tea, black tea, jasmine tea, and tea brick. Except for the domestic consumption, we also export tea to Europe and Southeast Asia.
Hubei is an important animal husbandry province in China, pigs, cattle, sheep, chicken, duck and goose are raised in Hubei. The province annually produces 28 million ready-for-slaughter pigs, 300 million domestic fowl, 1 million cattle, two million sheep. Sum total output of meat is 2.7 million tons annually and 1 million tons of fowl eggs.

Hubei is also an important honey producer and the biggest exporter of honey products in China. Output of honey is some 12 thousand tons and royal jelly 210 tons. Honey products are exported to more than 20 countries in west Europe, North America and Asia. 

Hubei has always enjoyed the reputation of thousand lakes and land of rice and fish because it crop a lot of rice and is very rich in aquatic products. Hubei has 1.3 million hectares of a body of water. It produces fresh water fish, turtles, soft turtles, shrimps and crabs. Fishery output reaches 2 million tons yearly and 40 kilogram per capita. 

A series of reforms in agriculture and rural economy is being carried out in Hubei province, as in other provinces in China. Through the reforms, farmer’s enthusiasm in agricultural production has been aroused, productive capacity has been comprehensively enhanced and farmer’s income has been also increased. The measures we take are:

Firstly, the principle reform is that arable land family responsibility system has been built up. This reform makes the rights of using land and managerial authority of land clear. The status of farmers in market has been also made clear. This system satisfies the special objective law of agricultural production, suitable for the level of agricultural productivity in Hubei Province, and has mobilized enthusiasm of farmers.

Secondly, marketing reform in agricultural production has been carried out to encourage farmers to develop commodity production. Reform commercial system of agricultural products is carried out. Through this reform, the prices of agricultural products are determined by market and market plays a fundamental role in resources deployment. 

Thirdly, production of grain is never loosen up as foodstuff is a special commodity with strategic significance. In the cause of development of market agricultural production, we steadfastly pay attention to the safety of food problem. We place self-supporting in grain, protect farmer’s positive in growing grain and comprehensive capacity of grain production on fundamental basis. We strictly use the arable land that should crop grain only for growing food crop. We continuously carry out reform from administration charges to tax in order to decrease burden of farmers. We also push on reform in market circulation of food by changing indirect subsidy for circulation to direct subsidy for farmers. Another measure we continuously take is to strengthening construction of irrigation facilities as an infrastructure of agriculture. Finally, we will strengthen and improve state macro-regulation to grain to guarantee a relatively stable price of grain.

Fourthly, strategic adjustment of agricultural structure is continuously carried out. On a condition of balance of total food supply and with surplus products in bumper year, we positively develop production of high quality products, husbandry, aquatic products, vegetables and fruits. We positively adjust regional deployment of agricultural production to congregate superior products to suitable regions to form production zoon of superior agricultural products. Agricultural product processing industry is strengthened to realize value increasing of agricultural products.

The fifth measure is to take the strategy that flourishes agriculture by development of science and technology Our principle idea is science and technology is first productive force.  Based on this principle, we make great efforts to spread advanced and applicable agriculture technology to enhance the level of production, make great efforts to develop professional technique education to improve farmer’s scientifically cultural quality and their digestive and application ability to new technology.

Sixthly, we carry out strategy of sustainable development, protect agricultural environment to realize harmonious development between human being and nature. We positively carry out project of giving original forestry and lakes back to farming in line with local conditions and carrying out project of protecting natural forestry to improve our living environment and remake beautiful mountains and rivers. 

The seventh measure we take is to build and help agricultural driveshaft enterprises to push on agriculture industrialized operation and management. This is another important reform after fulfillment of the reform of farming land family responsibility system. This makes agriculture management be conducted on the base of farmer’s household, driveshaft enterprises as linkage between farmer’s household and enterprises to form their interest community. Agricultural production, product processing, and marketing are congregated to form a community operation and management system. This system is increasing farmer’s organizational level and their capacity against market risk.

Eighth measure we take is to positively and reliably push on the reform of taxation of agriculture. Tax on agricultural specialties has been abolished, agriculture tax rate will be decreased stepby step, Burden on farmers will be really lightened by strictly restricting administration charge to farmers.

Ninth measure is to carry out project of harmonious development between cities, towns and rural area, and to speed up construction of small towns, to encourage the development of county’s economy and congregation of rural enterprises to middle or small cities to increase the accommodation capacity of man power. Reform on household register system will be conducted. The main point of this reform is to abolish rural household register, non-rural household register system and to build up a uniform household register system all around the province. Household registration reform will lead farmers to sequentially transfer from rural villages to towns or cities. 

Thank you!

