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   Sydney, October 17th, 2005
Mr Michael Jones
President

Australia China Chamber of Commerce (ACCCI)
Dear Mr Jones,

Australia’s economic engagement with China is shaped most powerfully by underlying economic complementarities and business relationships. Statistics show that Australia’s trade with China has increased by four folds in the last decade to reach over A$ 30 billion, and China is now the country’s second largest merchandise trading partner. 

As the Prime Minister, The Hon John Howard MP, affirmed during his visit to China last April: “We are keen to expand this economic partnership further, and we are only the second developed country to begin negotiations on a Free Trade Agreement with China”. Both Australia and China reaffirmed their commitment to deepen economic and trade cooperation, and expand collaboration in energy resources, high and new tech, education, and tourism.  “A FTA is a desirable next step in this already very substantial trading relationship”, he declared to the Chinese Premier, Mr Wen Jiabao, in Beijing. 
It is in this perspective that Focus Reports, acting as an official representative agent for International Business Daily (IBD), the official daily business newspaper for P.R of China’s Ministry of Commerce, is currently producing an in-depth report about Australia and the multiple advantages the country boasts as an investment destination as well as a trade and technological partner.

The Australian report aims to increase mutual understanding between the two countries and it will bring to IBD’s 3.9 million business and government readers, spread all over China and its dependencies overseas (Commercial offices, Embassies and Chinese subsidiaries), a clear idea of Australian economic policies, possible areas of cooperation and trade opportunities.
During the production of the Australian Special Issue, Focus Reports will base its editorial on personal interviews with key members of the Government, including The Prime Minister, The Hon John Howard, The Hon Mark Vaile, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, The Hon Dr Brendan Nelson, Minister for Education, Science and Training, and The Hon Ian Macfarlane, Minister for Industry, Tourism and Resources. We will also be commenting on the role of Australian Institutions such as AUSTRADE, CSIRO, Australian Research Council Board, Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Australia-China Council, …. amongst others, and the Australian business community will be represented by the country’s leading and most thriving corporations, in the fields identified. 
It is in this context, as President of ACCCI that we wish to interview you, in order to discuss your organization’s goals and objectives, the impact of the launch of the FTA negotiations, your members’ ambitions on the export front as well as the possible areas of cooperation with some of your counterparts in China. 

As agreed, we are looking forward to meeting you this Friday, October 21st at 2:30pm, at the Four Seasons Hotel. In the meantime, should you have any question, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours sincerely,

Crystelle Coury

Project Director

Focus Reports / IBD

Tel : 04 1076 0387

Fax : +41 22 327 1007

crystellec@focusreports.net 
www.focusreports.net 
