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Commerce and Industry of
New South Wales

founded in 1976 with the basic objectives of encouraging Australian
business within the context of two-way trade and investment
with China; promoting the Chamber and the business of its member
companies with businesses and organisations in China; and developing
Chamber-sponsored projects of a cultural or sporting nature, which have
the principal purpose of bringing the business communities fogether.

The Australia-China Chamber of Commerce and Industry was

There are many ways to approach and segment the 35 years since
Australia’s recognition of the People’s Republic of China in December 1972.
Australia-China economic relations have not only both an Australian and
Chinese perspective but also a regional Asia-Pacific and global context.

In addition there are significant institutional histories, public and private,
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including that of the Australia-China Chamber of Commerce and Industry PEARHNBEERE
of New South Wales, that was established on 16 September 1976, which [BERERAER 20074

provide a range of interpretations of these years.

The official visit to Australia in early September 2007 of His Excellency,
Chairman Hu Jintao, President of the People’s Republic of China, marks
another step in the complex history of Australia-China relations stretching
back to the gold rushes of the 1850s.

For example, from the early 1890s the famous Australian journalist George
Morrison travelled widely throughout China. In 1897 Morrison became

The (London) Times correspondent in Peking, reporting the affairs of the
Imperial Court and the revolutionary movement that ended the Manchu
Dynasty in 1911. Subsequently he was a government advisor to President
Yuan Shi-kai. In 1917 Morrison visited Australia, speaking energetically on
China trade prospects.

In 1913 the foundation Governor of ACCCI, Billy Liu, was the English- SREVINFELRIA
speaking secretary to the first Chinese Consul in Melbourne, at that time BN EE) © 26
the interim capital of the Commonwealth of Australia. In 1917 Liu helped Rl 3 S 2 0EURT

establish a shipping line between Australia and China and in the late
1920s and early 1930s he was the very active Vice President in Sydney
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for the Chinese Chamber of Commerce, travelling regularly between
Australia and China. The building of the No 1 Department Store in
Shanghai was based on plans from the David Jones building in Sydney.

Michael Jones and former presidents of
ACCCI, with former Prime Minister Bob
Hawke at the W.J.Liu OBE Memorial Scrolls
Exhibition, 1991.
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Many of the Chamber’s founding businessmen first became politically
active in the 1930s, and subsequently again in the 1950s in support of
the growing campaign to recognise the PRC. Both my father and mother,
J.C. and E.H. Jones, were such people. The original generation of ACCCI
leaders in 1976 had military backgrounds during the Second World War
and continued their involvement with defence and trade issues well into
the 1980s. Australia-China trade continued in the 20 years up to 1972,
albeit very discreetly and on a small scale.

The Whitlam Labor Government's recognition of the PRC in December
1972 was truly an historic event in Australia-China Relations. The Missions
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led by Trade Ministers Dr Jim Cairns and Lionel Bowen were pioneering
and from their success was born the ACCCI.

During the 1980s the foundations of an enormous trading relationship
between Australia and China were laid. Contacts, understandings and
commercial respect were realised although there were many business
failures on both sides — this was inevitable given China’s previous isolation
from the world.

In late May 1994 the Chamber signed in Beijing a cooperative agreement
with the Beijing Sub-Council of the CCPIT from which many commercial
activities developed. Similar agreements had been previously signed with
Shenzhen Municipality and Hubei Province, and many others were to
follow later in the decade.

By 1995 there was a new commercial momentum and Australia China
two-way trade had reached approximately AU$5 billion. However, when
| predicted in The Australian newspaper that trade would pass AU$20
billion by 2000 there were only smiles. Twelve years later at the end of
March 2007, China passed Japan as Australia’s biggest trade partner
with a miraculous AU$52 billion in two-way trade. At current growth rates
it is not inconceivable that in another 15-35 years Australia China trade
could be in excess of AU$250 billion or even approaching AU$500 billion
per annum. However we all know history does not walk or run in

straight lines.

As the third President of Chamber (1989-2007) | would like to pay tribute to
the founding Governor, William J. Liu OBE, the founding President (1976-
89), D.C Carter OAM, and the second President (1989), as well as twice-
loyal Vice President to Darcy and myself, R.J Torrington. Also to the many
retired men and women who have served over 31 years, some of whom
have now passed away. Among others, | refer to Roy Dissmeyer, Laurie
Smith, Bo Liu and Greg Burns. Nevertheless the Chamber is fortunate that
both the foundation Senior Vice President, Arthur Chang, and Second Vice
President, Richard Liu, are still members of the ACCCI Board along with
1980s executive members Harry Pang and King Fong. The 1990s “trade
sanctions and beyond” leaders, John Zerby, Marilyn Walker, John Wang
and David Odewahn also remain active, giving their expertise and time
voluntarily to the Chamber.

ACCCI will continue its traditional leadership role in Australia-China
economic relations and looks back with pride on the generation of
approximately AU$40 billion in two-way trade between our countries
during the period 1976-2002.

Over the next 35 years, as China’s global power grows economically,
politically, and militarily, the Australia-China diplomatic relationship will
face many challenges, and business will have to respond determinedly.
ACCCI will be at the forefront.
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