Closing Speech for Australia

China Chamber of Commerce Agricultral Forum
Wednesday 26th November 6pm

The 2nd Annual China Agriculture Forum could not be held at a more relevant and important time for the Hawkesbury and the Sydney basin. How we best use the precious land and environmental resources we have, whilst meeting the needs of a growing community, is the challenge we need to meet head on.

Hawkesbury City Council sponsors many projects designed to highlight the importance of local business and local rural land use and recently joined forces with organisations such as The Land, Hawkesbury Gazette and NSW Agriculture to support the retention of agricultural business through the Farming Small Areas Expo held at Hawkesbury Showground.

Agriculture has played an important part of the Hawkesbury’s makeup from the very beginning, with history showing that in 1794 with a community established on the fertile plains and with the settlement prospering, the area became known as the “granary of the colony” because of the large amounts of wheat and maize grown. 

Prime agricultural land was used for citrus and vegetable crops as well as other farming activities such as dairying and horse breeding. Descendents of the original settlers are still prominent in the Hawkesbury with many continuing the family tradition on the land, side by side with the second and third generation farmers from early European migrants. 

The current trend is towards Agri –tourism with the success of programs like Hawkesbury Harvest harnessing the talents and produce of a group of farmers who have developed a self drive farmgate trail which guides visitors in the search of good food, wine and craft.

The dedication of funds through the Regional Assistance Program (RAP) for the Hawkesbury Agricultural Retention through Diversification and Clustering (HARtDaC) Project is another positive in the future development of agriculture.

The project is proposed to show the potential capacity to minimise the impact of higher population and development through retention and diversification of sustainable agriculture in environmentally sensitive areas of the East Coast of Australia and 20 farms will be chosen in Hawkesbury for the pilot program.

The HARtDaC project will showcase how we can capitalise on the many social, economic and environmental benefits sustainable agriculture can provide.  The project will also highlight the community and economic benefits of retaining and encouraging sustainable agricultural land suitable for a range of agricultural technologies as a competitive triple bottom line alternative to developing land to accommodate the urban sprawl.  This project will also quantify the potential for job creation in the agricultural industry.

With such a multi-pronged approach to farming of small areas, the future of this growing and vital part of our economy is assured.  

Congratulations to this group for promoting the benefits of agricultural business to the local community and beyond, all the way to China in fact. 

Best wishes for the conitued success of your organisations.

